Discipline Policy

The aim of this policy is to foster a consistent caring atmosphere within our group.  Under no circumstances will a child ever be smacked within our group.

We take a positive attitude toward acceptable behaviour.  We treat each child as an individual.  We will use appropriate discipline for each child, taking action to prevent hurtful, harmful or offending behaviour.  Any victim of such behaviour must always be given the attention, cuddle and kind words needed to console them.  Of course sometimes a child is acting aggressively because they are upset, ill or frustrated.  We would move the child to a quiet area and talk to them to reassure them that they are still valued. The children in our care cannot be allowed to hurt themselves or one another or to inflict wilful damage on the groups’ equipment.  A firm look or a sharp word may be all that is needed.

For extreme outbursts or aggression towards another child, as far as possible we would ask the child in question to sit down on the carpet or a chair, support or restrain the child for the necessary time for them to calm down.  The child will be praised for sitting down when told to and then allowed to rejoin in the class activities

Any sort of abuse or racist/sexist aggression will be challenged immediately.  The child who has been attacked will be comforted and the child at fault will be helped to see the reason for the adult intervention without being attacked or undermined themselves.

Unacceptable behaviour will be reported to the parent/carer at the end session, or, if need be a telephone call during the session.  We will not tolerate unacceptable behaviour.

