It is the policy of the pre-school to involve the child’s family / carers at all stages unless it is considered, at the discretion of the pre-school manager, that this is not in the child’s best interests and the child could be exposed to further risk.

SPECIFIC PROCEDURES:

Physical Injury:

Signs and symptoms will include:

  Scratches / cuts / bite marks / pinch marks inconsistent with normal play activities

  Burns / scalds inconsistent with explanations offered 
  Bruises in body areas not usually harmed through normal play activities
  Bruises indicative of slaps, punches, being squeezed or violently shaken 
  Bruises suggesting the use of straps or sticks
  Nervous / fearful watchfulness; fear of physical contact by adults
  Unexplained fractures
Action to be taken:

Any sign of a mark or injury noticed when the child comes into the pre-school will be recorded, and discussed with the main parent / carer. These discussions will also be recorded, ensuring that the parent / carer is provided access to these records. If explanations are judged to be unsatisfactory, the Local Authority Child Protection Officer will be informed.

Sexual Abuse:

Signs and symptoms will include:

Scratching / soreness / unexplained rashes in the genital areas 
Stained / bloodstained underclothes 
Bruises on inner thighs and buttocks
Discomfort when sitting or walking
Constant wetting or soiling of clothing
Suggestion of undue sexual awareness through play, drawings or the use of inappropriate words
Action to be taken:

All observations will be reported immediately to the Local Authority Child Protection Officer.

Emotional Abuse:

Signs and symptoms will include:

Undue aggression or withdrawal 
Constant wetting or soiling of clothing
Poor language development / speech disorders such as stammering or stuttering
Inability to relate to adults and other children
Telling lies
Tantrums beyond the age where they would be expected as normal development

