Special Needs Policy

This Policy summarises the pre-school’s philosophies in recognising the special needs of children, and to ensure their smooth integration into the pre-school’s routines. 

Aims & Objectives of the Special Needs Policy:

Bill Quay Pre-School recognises and is working towards the policies and principles contained in the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice, DfES 2001.

Bill Quay Pre-School recognises and acknowledges that each child is an individual, and therefore has individual needs to realise their development. However, in addition to the basic needs and wants that they share with all children some have Special Needs in order that they can develop and maintain a normal and independent lifestyle alongside other children.

This policy will focus on the early identification of difficulties that a child may have and to take positive action in partnership with parents / carers to resolve any problems by providing a range of varying activities designed to meet all individual needs.

Children’s progress will be observed, monitored and recorded. The SENCO will liaise closely with pre-school staff to set achievable targets for those children on the SEN Register. 

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO):
The SENCO’s key responsibilities are as follows:

Ensuring that the pre-school’s practices reflect the objectives of this Special Needs Policy.
Ensuring that staff understand and follow the principles of this Special Needs Policy.
Promoting effective relationships with parents / carers of children with Special Needs.
Ensuring appropriate Special Needs training for staff, and promoting staff development in Special Needs issues.
Monitoring this Special Needs Policy, and planning evaluation and review of the same.
Liasing with other professionals / outside agencies, as appropriate.
Assessment of Need and Working with Parents / Carers:


The assessment of a Child’s Needs Policy provides for a baseline assessment of a child’s needs, wants and values when the child joins the pre-school. This is done in close partnership with parents / carers and it is at this stage that any Special Needs that a child has will be identified. Parents are asked to provide as much information as possible if a child is disabled or has Special Needs. These Special Needs are discussed with the parents / carers so that they are fully aware of the policies and practices of the pre-school, and how the pre-school will be able to meet Special Needs requirements to ensure that the child can be integrated into mainstream activities and care services. The environment of the pre-school is designed to achieve this objective

Equal Opportunities:

The pre-school’s basic philosophy regarding special needs is that all children are equal and have access to equal opportunities. The pre-school’s Equal Opportunities Policy has been designed to confront, challenge and eliminate discriminatory practices with respect to helping a child to effectively integrate into the pre-school’s routines.

Classification of Special Needs
Special Needs are addressed using the 6 Elements of Need listed in the Policy Assessment  

 of a Child’s Needs.

Physical Needs
Educational Needs
Dietary Needs
Health and Medical Needs
Cultural, Ethnic and Religious Needs
Social and Moral Needs
Within each element the child’s Special Needs are assessed with respect to the following:

The physical environment of the pre-school
Staffing levels, ratios and training requirements;
The need for external support services.
Meeting Special Needs:

A summary of how these issues are addressed is given in the following clauses 6.1 to 6.6, showing how Special Needs can be met:

Physical Needs:

Layout and design of the pre-school in relation to accessibility of Activity Areas, toilets etc to wheelchair users and children with other disabilities / impairments.
The need for additional Aids to Daily Living (special toilet seats, adapted cutlery etc).
The need for special toys, adapted toys / equipment etc.
Adaptations to, or special, transport.
Individual help or attention from a staff member.
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Educational Needs:

Identifying a child’s Special Educational Needs (SENs) at the earliest stage.
Encouraging the active participation of parents /carers at all stages.
Providing appropriate resources and teaching methods to suit a child’s individual needs.
Recording and monitoring information.
Involving support agencies where required.
To encourage positive responses in order to promote a child’s self-esteem, confidence and independence.
Dietary Needs:

Special diets provided for medical reasons (e.g. dairy-free, low fat etc).
Special supplements.
Food allergies.
Foods forbidden by religion, faith or culture.
Cultural / ethnic requirements.
Health and Medical Needs:

Regular medication regimes (ref.- Medication).
Ability to maintain personal care and hygiene.
Toileting.
Cultural, Ethnic and Religious Needs:

Dress codes.
Food and drink.
Religious festivals and celebrations.
Requirements for worship / religious observance.
Social and Moral Needs:

Management of particular behavioural problems.
Understanding values and self-esteem.
Integration with other children, and with adults.
Curriculum Planning:

Curriculum Planning will include the provision of appropriate learning opportunities for children with Special Needs. In this respect, the following will be addressed:

A range of Special Needs are included in short, medium and long term planning.

How individual progress in relation to the curriculum is planned, monitored and recorded.

A range of learning targets will be included, appropriate to the children’s Special Needs.

How this information is used to change, amend and improve the curriculum.

On-going Partnership with Parents & Carers:
The pre-school considers the on-going partnership with parents / carers to be essential to the development of a child with Special Needs. Children are monitored on a daily basis and there is opportunity on a daily basis to discuss matters in a sensitive and sympathetic manner with parents / carers. This will include the following:

If there is cause for concern, for example if it felt that the child is experiencing difficulties. 
The child’s general progress, eliciting opinions and feedback from the parents / carers.
Involving the parents / carers in any decision-making relating to the provision of education and arrangements made to meet the child’s individual needs.
Where it is felt that the child would benefit from help from a specialist professional outside of the pre-school then this will be discussed. No contact with any such professional would be made without express written authorisation from the parent / carer.
Monitoring & Review of this Special Needs Policy:

This Special Needs Policy will be reviewed for possible up-dates / amendments at the Annual General Meeting or as and when necessary.

The Policy will be reviewed by the pre-school manager in the light of the latest developments and initiatives relating to the provision of Special Needs.

Complaints relating to the Special Needs Policy:

Complaints will be logged, handled and processed in accordance with the pre-school’s Complaints Procedure Policy.

Links to Statutory Framework for the EYFS Welfare Requirements section 4
