Child Protection / Safe Guarding Children
This Policy defines the procedures to be followed upon where it is alleged or suspected, or has been discovered, that a child has been abused by a third party.

PRINCIPLES OF CHILD PROTECTION:
Pre-School Management is committed to the following principles regarding the abuse of a child:

It is recognised that abuse can and does occur in society, and that this may take the following forms:                   

Verbal abuse / threats
Racial / sectarian abuse
Emotional abuse
Sexual abuse
Physical abuse
The fundamental responsibility of the pre-school is to ensure the welfare and protection of the child, and THAT EVERY CHILD IN OUR CARE HAS THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM FROM ABUSE. It is therefore the policy at the pre-school that any staff member who does not possess a valid and current CRB Disclosure Certificate is never left alone with a child.

All staff attend Child Protection training, certificates are on display.  

All staff will receive appropriate training at the Induction stage in abuse of the child. This training will focus upon the types of abuse, the signs and symptoms involved, and the appropriate action to be taken. The pre-school deputy (Karen McVittie) is the pre-school’s named person for liaison with child protection agencies, in accordance with the Early Years Foundation Stage.

With respect to sources of abuse, the pre-school recognises the following:

The pre-school’s management procedures and arrangements are designed so that all possible measures are taken to ensure that abuse of a child does not occur as a result, either directly or indirectly, of any of the activities provided by the pre-school.

Where it is suspected that a child has suffered abuse at the hands of a third party the pre-school has a duty to report these suspicions to the Local Authority, and will follow procedures set down in the Local Authority Child Protection Policies.

For the purposes of this Policy abuse will be classified into the following 4 categories:

Physical injury

Sexual abuse
Emotional abuse
Neglect

INVOLVEMENT:

It is the underlying policy of the pre-school that the safety, well-being and protection of the child is paramount. Procedures require that any injuries or illnesses that a child has suffered, whether at home or in the pre-school, are recorded. Where there is serious concern, for example where abuse is suspected, this will be reported immediately to the pre-school manager, who will review the evidence and take the appropriate action. Such action may include the involvement of the Social Services Child Protection Team, and in all cases issues and concerns are dealt with in the strictest confidence.
